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New Board to Face Some Tough Decisions      
 

     The five board members that were elected are Tom 

Bredestege, Bryan Cash, Jack Clock, Jim Corbett, and 

Jim Edmonston.  

     I'd like to thank all who voted for me and promise 

to do all I can to further the interests of the club. This 

will be a period of many problems to be solved  

including where meetings will be held and the future 

of our historic collection.   

     Hopefully I'll be able to have insightful input on 

the difficult decisions.  

    Jim 

mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
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If you are not receiving email messages from the Club, please send a message to cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com. 

Cincinnati Railroad Club News 

November 2, 2018 

By Randy Krumm 

PROGRAMS AT FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

December 6th  Show Your 20 Best Slides or Digital Photos – All Club Members! 

 

January 3rd  Evolution of Steam Engine Design: the 4-4-0 to the 4-6-6-4 – Fr. Dale Peterka 

 

February 7th  Vintage European Trains – Richard Stern 

 
 

TRIPS & EVENTS 

 
November 17th 80th Anniversary Annual Banquet at the Manor House Restaurant, Springdale, 

OH.  Our program will be presented by noted author/editor/publisher Kevin P. 

Keefe.  We will also enjoy a special video presentation crafted by Club member Roy 

Hord, featuring numerous photos and select film footage highlighting eight decades 

of Club history! Reservations are required; all paid members should have received 

their Invitation (with all details) via email and/or “snail mail”.  See you there! 

            

December 6th  This will be our No Business Meeting night of the year!  We’re going to start the 

                                    evening at 7:30 with thirty minutes of “social time”, featuring:               

                                    * free Cider & Donuts for everyone 

                                    * the opportunity to meet our Visitors and Newest Members 

                                    * Club Books for sale - do you know that the Club has published (4) books over the 

years?  Do you own all of them?  If not, you’ll be pleased to know that that our 

Trainspotting book will be available for $16, our Cincinnati Union Terminal book 

for $10, and our other two books for $5 each.  They make great gifts! 

                                    * Railroad Maps for sale – at $2 each, these were a big hit at the NMRA Train 

Show last month.  So, we’re going to offer them at the same price. 

 

December TBD We’re going to close out the year with a ride on the Cincinnati Streetcar and 

lunch at Harvest Pizzeria in OTR.  We did this back in February, and had a great 

time.  Details, including the date, will be sent to all members via email.  If you do 

not have email, and wish to join us, please call Randy Krumm at 513-403-0839 

(please leave a message if I don’t answer!).  I’ll call you back with the details when 

the date has been determined. 

 

2019 The Trip Committee is researching and planning a number of ideas for next year, and 

should be able to share them with you at the December 6th meeting.                     

mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
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2018 NMRA  Train Show at Lakota West High School 
Photos By Dennis Teagle 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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(Lakota Train Show... Continued from Page 3) 

October 2018 

CRRC  members Bob Martin, Bryan Cash and Bob Kessling working the table. 

CRRC  members Bob Kessling, Bryan Cash and Randy Krumm working the table. 
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(Continued on Page 6) 

Scenic Railroad Buys Four Vintage Railcars For Steam Excursions.  

By  Craig Webb, The Akron Beacon Journal 

     Four iconic rolling pieces of railroad history will soon call the Cuyahoga Valley National Park home. 

     The Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad announced Wednesday that it has acquired four Zephyr railcars for 

1.5 million. 

     The purchase includes two sleek stainless steel passenger railcars that offer scenic 360 degree views from a 

dome. 

     Railroad officials say the California Zephyr cars exemplify the glamour of cross country travel from the 

1940s to the 1960s as the train made the run between San Francisco and Chicago. 

The 2,525 mile trek would take some 2 ½ days while passengers enjoyed the observation domes and ate in din-

ing cars equipped with full kitchens and tables with linens and china. 

     The fleet of 77 cars were sold to various companies, private owners or scrapped when the Zephyr ended its 

run. 

     The four cars were purchased through a loan and are part of an overall capital campaign started in 2016 that 

is leveraging individual, corporate, and foundation money for improvements and acquisitions. 

     They were part of a private collection and used for excursions across the country. 

     “The acquisition of the Zephyr railcars was a once-in-a lifetime opportunity,” the scenic railroad President 

and CEO Joe Mazur said in a statement. “We not only are preserving history, but are giving hundreds of thou-

sands of people the opportunity to have one more way to travel and experience Cuyahoga Valley National 

Park.” 

     The railroad, which offers regular excursions through the Cuyahoga Valley and the historic Ohio & Erie 

Canalway in Cuyahoga and Summit counties, already owns another dome observation car from the original 

California fleet, the Silver Bronco. 

     This acquisition will add two more dome cars, the Silver Lariat and the Silver Solarium, along with a sleep-

er car and a baggage car.  

     The railcars are now in Seattle and will be brought east by Amtrak. 

     The plan is for the cars to meet up with the Nickel Plate Road steam locomotive No. 765 that will pull them 

the rest of the way to Northeast Ohio. 

     The steam locomotive will be the featured engine this year in the scenic railroad’s Steam in the Valley ex-

cursions that run the weekends from September 21 to 30. 

     Mazur said the railcars are in great shape and will make their public debut as part of the runs in the Steam 

in the Valley.  

     “We are committed to preserving and improving our fleet so that visitors from Northeast Ohio and around 

the world continue to have the opportunity to create shared family memories while experiencing history aboard 

vintage train cars as they through Cuyahoga Valley National Park,” Mazur said.  

This article was submitted by a CRRC member. It originally appeared in the                                                   

CUYAHOGA VALLEY NATIONAL PARK News on August 18, 2017. 
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(Scenic Railroad buys four vintage railcars...Continued from Page 5) 

(Continued on Page 7) 

Silver Solarium 

 

Year Built: 1948 

 

Builder: Budd Company 

 

History:  

 

Silver Solarium was built in 1948 by the Budd Company for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. It 

was one of the six dome/sleeper/observation cars specifically built for the California Zephyr. Ownership of the 

car was transferred to Amtrak in 1970 after more than 20 years of service between Chicago and San Francisco. 

Amtrak retired the car in 1980. Silver Solarium was placed in storage for decades and fell into disrepair until 

Amtrak sold it to a private owner. Today, the Silver Solarium has been fully renovated and has been operating 

as a private car, delighting passengers with stunning views from its Vista Dome and observation lounge. The 

observation lounge seats 11 in classic railroad lounge chairs, and the Vista Dome car seats 24 in booth seating 

at tables. CVSR acquired the car in August September, 2018. 

Silver Solarium Exterior 

(Scenic Railroad Buys Four Vintage Cars For Steam Excursions... Continued from Page 5) 



 7 

(Continued on Page 8) 

October 2018 

 

Silver Lariat 

Year Built: 1948 

 

Builder: Budd Company 

 

History:  

Silver Lariat was built in 1948 by the Budd Company for the Burlington Northern Railroad as a dome coach 

for service on the California Zephyr. A large dining/lounge area seats 42 passengers (36 at tables) and is 

equipped with a full bar. From this room, passengers can access the Vista Dome above, which provides pano-

ramic views and seating for an additional 24 passengers at tables. A unique feature of this train car is The Po-

ny Express, a restored original mural by Mary Louise Lawser that was commissioned by the Burlington Rail-

road when the car was built. CVSR acquired the car in August September, 2018. 

Silver  Lariat-domed area of car 

(Scenic Railroad Buys Four Vintage Cars For Steam Excursions... Continued from Page 6) 
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(Continued on page 9) 

Silver Bronco | #1105 

Year Built: 1948 

Builder: Budd Company 

History: Built by the Budd Company in 1948 and named the Silver Bronco, Coach #1105 began service on the  

California Zephyr and Rio Grande Zephyr, operating over the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad from 

Chicago to Denver, the Western Pacific Railroad from Salt Lake City to Oakland, and later on the Denver & 

Rio Grande Western Railroad between Denver and Salt Lake City. Philadelphia architectural firm Harbeson, 

Hough, Livingston and Larson designed the interior, and the painting on the wall of the back cabin is called 

Central City by Mary Louise Lawser. The car was originally fitted with a forward section reserved for women 

and children only. Service was discontinued in 1983 and the Silver Bronco became the property of Denver and 

Rio Grande Western Railroad’s parent company Ansco. In 2006, the Silver Bronco was sold by Ansco into   

private ownership and sent to San Antonio, becoming the last car built for the California Zephyr to pass into 

private ownership after spending all of its 58 years with the Rio Grande. Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad pur-

chased the car from a private owner in 2011. The car was restored with sponsorship by Emerson Electric, and 

was renamed the Emerson Dome Car.  When the sponsorship ended in 2012, the Silver Bronco took back its 

original name. 

(Scenic Railroad Buys Four Vintage Cars For Steam Excursions... Continued from Page 7) 
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(Continued on Page 10) 

Silver Bronco-domed area of car 

Silver Solarium-main area of  car 

(Scenic Railroad Buys Four Vintage Cars For Steam Excursions... Continued from Page 8) 
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     This past fall CRRC explored the possibility of scheduling a trip to Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad for 

their September Steam in the Valley weekend trips. The steam engine that is used for these trips is the Nickel 

Plate 765, supplied by the Fort Wayne, IN Group. All the turmoil in our club over Tower A, and the other ac-

tivities centered around our 80th anniversary celebration, made it impossible to accomplish this year.  

     As you can see by the above photos, this group owns some very pristine cars. Just looking at the mint condi-

tion of these cars would be worth the trip up north. Maybe our trip planner can make this happen next year. 

Silver Lariat-main area of car 

************************************************************************************************ 

     If you would like to contribute an article and/or photos for upcoming newsletters please let me know. The 

article should be 1000 type written words or less, preferable in Microsoft Word. If you need help with actual 

composition we can assist you. Any accompanying photos should be in JPG or PNG format. If you embed the 

photos in your document, then please also send the photos as separate files, so they can be easily imported into 

Adobe Photoshop and into Microsoft Publisher. If you have any questions please contact me before you start. 

Jack Clock, Production Editor 

513-386-9441   john378@twc.com 

This article with photos was published with permission of the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad. For addition information 

about this railroad go to www.cvsr.com.  

(Scenic Railroad Buys Four Vintage Cars For Steam Excursions, Continued from Page 9) 



 11 October 2018 

A
rt

ic
le

 C
o
n
tr

ib
u
te

d
 b

y
 D

al
e 

B
ro

w
n

 



 12 October 2018 

News  From The Past 
By Mike Weber 

(This article appeared in a June, 1988 issue of the Columbus Dispatch.) 

Greenfield hopes to keep rail line open 

     The state and five Greenfield, Ohio businesses plan to spend 

almost $2.4 million to save a 29 mile section of railroad that CSX 

Corp. intends to close. 

     The rail line is vital to the Greenfield area economy, which 

lost a major employer last year when Greenfield Foods closed, 

idling 350 workers, said Vond Hall, the city’s community devel-

opment manager. 

     “I’d hate to see what would happen to the community if we 

have another setback like that,” he said. 

     The State Controlling Board on Monday will be asked to allow 

the Department of Transportation to spend 1.3 million in federal money to buy the line. 

     In addition, the Department of Development will seek approval to give a $346,034 grant to Greenfield for 

the city’s share of the purchase. The line, to be closed June 30 by CSX between Greenfield and Midland, then 

would be leased to the Indiana and Ohio Railroad, which would provide service. 

     Five businesses rely heavily on the track in Ross, Highland and Clinton counties, said Catherine Ferrari, a 

spokesman for the development department. 

     If the line closes, the company will have to find another way to ship goods and the jobs of 1,026 employees 

will be in danger, she said. 

     “We suspect at least one company would have closed, and the others would have been in jeopardy,” Ferrari 

said. Those businesses will contribute $720,000 to the purchase. 

     Hall said Johnson Controls, the city’s largest employer with 400 workers, is a major user of the line. 

     The four other companies are Bobb Brothers, Candle-Lite, International Multifoods and Packaging Re-

sources. 

     If the railroad closes, “a majority of their business would be shipped to their other plants across the coun-

try,” he said. 

     Hall said he will meet Tuesday with the five companies to determine how well they have been able to raise 

their share of the money.  

     Eds:  I spoke with the city manager’s office for additional information, as this article was written 30 years 

ago. I ask if they were able to complete the project as they originally planned. I was told that the project was 

completed and has been very successful. I was referred to this website which is https://www.eda.gov/success-

stories/infrastructure/stories/greenfield-oh.htm.  

     This website is for the U.S. Economic Development Administration. They have Greenfield, Ohio listed as 

one of their success stories. The initial project has been so successful in keeping and attracting new businesses 

that recently the city and business collaborative have spent over 10 million more to upgrade the line. This in-

cludes upgraded to bridges and railroad crossings between Greenfield and Midland.  
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John Biehn’s Steam News  

Courtesy of Jim Corbett 

John Biehn’s Steam News For October, 2018  

Courtesy of Jim Corbett 

(Continued on Page 14) 

 
     Future Tennessee Steam...The Nashville Steam Preservation Society announced on  

October 11, that, thanks to the generosity of hundreds of donors from across the nation and the globe, it has 

surpassed its initial fundraising goal of $500,000. Achieving this milestone enables NSPS to relocate the fa-

mous Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis steam locomotive No. 576 from Nashville's Centennial Park to a 

nearby shop facility for a complete restoration to operation. This highly anticipated relocation of the locomo-

tive is planned for late 2018 or early 2019. No. 576 is the only remaining J3 Class 4-8-4 steam locomotive 

built for the NC&StL Railway. The locomotive was designed in the company's office building on Broadway in 

the heart of Nashville and manufactured by the American Locomotive Company in 1942. The locomotive, 

long associated with Nashville's Country Music Roots, has been on display in Nashville's Centennial Park 

since 1953. Fans of Johnny Cash will also recognize the locomotive from his 1969 Life Magazine cover. As 

part of a 2016 lease agreement with Metro Nashville, owner of No. 576, NSPS was required to raise $500k 

prior to relocating the historic locomotive to ensure sufficient funding was in place. Now that the initial goal 

has been met, the locomotive will be moved from Centennial Park to a live railroad track nearby. No. 576 will 

then be moved to the Tennessee Central Railway Museum approximately five miles away where the restora-

tion is planned to take place. Nashville Steam anticipates an additional $2 million will need to be raised over 

the next 3-4 years to restore No. 576 to operation. Several funding opportunities as well as grant programs are 

being explored to help offset the costs. If you would like to donate, go to www.nashvillesteam.org/donate 

(Thanks to the Nashville Steam Preservation Society)  

     The Skookum...Sixty-three years ago Skookum rolled off a low trestle two miles out of camp above Deep 

River, Washington. Slowly over the next couple of days her steam pressure dropped to zero and she grew cold. 

She would lay there on her side in the creek bed for five long years before being taken apart in small pieces 

and removed from her forest resting place. Over the next six decades Skookum's cold iron pieces were 

stored at two different museums until 2003 when work started on her by Scott Wickert of the Oregon Coast 

Scenic Railroad. Over the next fifteen years, her parts were repaired and lost or damaged parts fabricated. 

Slowly these cold pieces of steel were put back together so she began looking like a locomotive once again. 

Even though she was starting to look like the old Skookum again she still lacked the fire in the belly. However  

 last month all that changed. After several days of additional work putting together the tender connections, lu-

bricator, and injector piping, workers rolled Skookum out of the shop at about 11:00 am. By 11:30 we had air 

going to her atomizer and had oil in her burner. A group of workers who have worked on Skookum gathered in 

her cab and lit some rags and threw them in her firebox. Soon the oil ignited and her firebox filled again with 

flame.  Slowly the water in Skookum's boiler began to warm and in an hour began to boil. Steam was seen 

drifting out  

of her open whistle valve. As we all went about further work on her appliances, the needle on her steam gauge 

slowly lifted off the peg. Steam pressure was once again filling Skookum's boiler. Finally at about 4:30 her 

safeties lifted to announce that she had reached her full 200 lbs. of pressure. With a strong pull on the whistle 

cord we announced to the little fishing town of Garibaldi that Skookum lives!  Long live Skookum!!! Deep 

River Logging No. 7 aka Skookum is first  of only three 2-4-4-2 locomotives ever built. She was built 

     Slim Princess to Colorado...The Slim Princess, locomotive No. 18, is a Baldwin Locomotive Works 4-6-0 

built in 1911 for the Nevada California Oregon Railroad. It was originally numbered No. 12 while working for 

the NCO from 1911 until 1926 when she was transferred to the "Mina" Branch of the Southern Pacific. Then 

numbered No. 18,  she worked from Mina, Nevada to Keeler, California. She then worked until October, 1954 

on the line between Laws and Keeler. Fast forward to October, 2018. Later this month, the ten-wheeler will be 

trucked from Independence, Ca., to Durango, Colorado to train D&S crews in firing locomotive No. 18. A 

short term lease of the locomotive was hammered out between Inyo County, which owns the locomotive, and 

the Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad. While details of the arrangement including its duration and 

planned use have not been fully worked out, Randy Babcock of the D&S, who also assisted in restoring No. 

https://twcc.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.nashvillesteam.org%252Fdonate&hmac=57c7c011d4702681875c533ef8f50a3e
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(Continued on Page 15) 

(Steam News, Continued from Page 13) 

18, said that its planned usage is on the Cascade Canyon winter trains. "The primary purpose of No. 18's time 

in Durango will be oil fire training for both the D&SNG engine and shop crews  in preparation for locomotive 

No. 493's service debut in 2019," Babcock said. Former D&RGW K-37 No. 493 is currently undergoing over-

haul and conversion to oil firing in the D&S Durango shops. This decision, along with a plan to purchase two 

new-built diesel locomotives, came about after the disastrous June 1 "416 Fire" ten miles north of Durango, 

which burned for two months. The D&S was shut down for more than a month by the fire. A lawsuit filed in 

Durango contends the railroad's coal-fired locomotives were responsible for the fire.  

(Thanks to Wayne Laepple and Dutch Tubman via Tom Schultz)  

     Canadian Cosmetic Restoration...Sarnia's own "Bullet Nosed Betty" took a shower recently, thanks to a 

crew from  Sarnia Fire Rescue. Volunteers, who have been working to cosmetically restore the 1944 coal fired 

"mountain" type locomotive displayed in Centennial Park arranged for a fire truck and firefighters to stop by 

to rinse off the dust and grime that had accumulated. "It's the cleanest it;s ever been, " volunteer Peter Whit-

field said as the firefighters were finishing up. The half dozen volunteers helping with the CNR 6069 Restora-

tion Project paused their work for a few years while remediation work was being carried out nearby in the city 

park. "One side of the locomotive has been stripped down to bare metal, primed and painted, new decals ap-

plied and new striping put on," Whitfield said. A rubberized coating was applied to the boiler, the nose cone 

rebuilt, and work done on the coal bunker. Whitfield said the volunteers plan to work at replacing peeling 

paint on the other side of the locomotive. One issue to be faced is asbestos that remains in parts of the locomo-

tive. Whitfield estimated $15,000 has been spent so far on the project, with funds from the city and donations. 

Built by the Montreal Locomotive Company in 1944, the 4-8-2 locomotives remained in service until the end 

of the era of steam. The Bullet-Nosed Betty nickname came from the conical shape of the nose cone. CNR No. 

6069 was a mainstay on the line between Sarnia and Montreal until it was retired in 1959. The locomotive was 

saved from the scrap yard by several individuals who brought it to Sarnia for display.  

(Thanks to Paul Morden, Darnia Observer)   

     Arcade & Attica Steam...What officials first thought to be only a minor problem inside the boiler section 

of an Arcade & Attica Railroad's 1920 steam engine No 18, has turned into a 1,472 day inspection following 

results from a number of federally mandated checkups that occurred earlier this summer.  "This year, there 

was a repair that needed to be done to the boiler. Before any repairs could be made, the Arcade & Attica need-

ed many more inspections from both the state and federal inspectors so that they could make sure we repair it 

the best way- and according to safety regulations," said Amber Williams of the A&A. She and other A&A reps  

soon learned that for a singular boiler repair, the entire engine would need to be taken apart to ensure easy ac-

cess. "We have now decided to do our Form 4, or 1,472 day inspection," Williams said. "This inspection will 

easily take eight months to a year to complete and it is very costly." Much to the public’s sorrow, the A&A 

announced in August that the steam locomotive would be rendered unserviceable for the duration of the 2018 

season. Mechanics led by Project Manager Mark Uhteg from Buffalo's K&E Fabricating Company, will do the 

work needed. That company offers industrial boiler repair service.  The comprehensive inspection, performed 

either after 1,472 service days or fifteen years, was due in four years time anyway. Officials have their fingers 

crossed for completion of the repairs and restoration in time for the 2019 season.  

A&A No. 18 is a 2-8-0 built by the American Locomotive Company at its Cooke Works in Paterson, New Jer-

sey. It was originally built for a sugar mill in Cuba. That order was canceled and No. 18 then worked at a quar-

ry in New Jersey and also on the Boyne City Railroad in Michigan. The A&A purchased it in 1962 for excur-

sion service.  

(Thanks to Jessica Dillon, The Daily News via Alex Mayes)  
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     Soo Line 2719 Update...The Soo Line steam locomotive No. 2719 was first given to the City of Eau Claire 

back in 1960. It was eventually leased to the Lake Superior Railroad Museum in 2006 and the engine was sent 

up to Duluth. Now that the city has officially bought back the locomotive for $4, questions still remain on how 

it will get to Eau Claire, where it will go, and how much it will cost. City officials at a recent community input 

meeting presented five potential locations. A campaign selling a commemorative poster has now been 

launched to cover some costs, which are estimated anywhere between $31,000 and $100,000 total  for trans-

portation and a new shelter to protect the locomotive. Bid proposals for the transportation costs are expected 

shortly. According to city documents, it would cost an estimated $31,000 to move the train from Duluth to Eau 

Claire. This would be done on a flatbed rail car. Another $59,500 or so is estimated to build a shelter to protect 

it and a track to place it on. Locomotive No. 2719, a 4-6-2 pacific type, was built in 1923 by the American Lo-

comotive Company. The locomotive pulled passenger trains between Minneapolis and Chicago until the late 

1950's. This coal-powered locomotive was restored by the Locomotive & Tower Preservation Fund. They ran 

it as an excursion train until the early 2000's. It was later leased to the Lake Superior Railroad Museum in Du-

luth, which also ran it as an excursion train until a few years ago, when it was sidelined because of the need for 

repairs. (Thanks to  Brooke Schwietens WEAU13 News)  

     Future Colorado Steam...Denver & Rio Grande Western No. 168 is a 4-6-0 narrow gauge steam locomo-

tive. It was built for the Denver & Rio Grand by Baldwin Locomotive Works in 1883. Built as a passenger lo-

comotive, it operated throughout Colorado until 1938. The railroad donated it to the City of Colorado Springs 

and placed it in Antlers Park. In 2016, the city entered into an agreement with the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic 

Railroad to have the engine restored to working order. This restoration is being done currently at Antonito, 

Colorado. Here is a restoration update from C&TS: The railroad is happy to report that work on locomotive 

No. 168 has been progressing quickly and remains under budget and on time for a completion late in 2019. 

Project leader Stathi Pappas and his team of skilled locomotive experts and volunteers have made extensive 

progress. One of the most visual sub projects in the rehabilitation has been the completion of the wooden cab. 

This work as undertaken by the Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec and shows a high degree of detail and crafts-

manship in the final product.  Minor finishing and application of hardware such as handrails, window latches, 

and hinges remain prior to final painting  and installation. In the meanwhile, work on the locomotive itself has 

also continued with the lead truck being removed and machining of the running gear components being mostly 

complete at this time. Wheel sets have been turned, pedestal jaws machined true, axle bearings re-white met-

alled and bored. The cylinder saddle has seen continued work such as the disassembly and dimensioning of the 

cross heads and guides. The pistons and piston rods have also been machined and polished, ring grooves trued, 

and new rings installed to fit the new bores. Also of great importance are the valves and port surfaces for the 

valves to seal against. The port surfaces have been machined flat and true using an original port surfacing ma-

chine borrowed from a friend of the railroad which worked very well. An additional achievement related to the 

rehabilitation of No. 168 is the substantial progress made on the first coach to be used for the historic consist 

168 will pull. D&RG coach 292 saw completion of its rehabilitation to service in May. Coach 256 is currently 

in the wooden car shop and these cars will total five when completed recreating the San Juan and New Mexico 

Express circa 1916. (Thanks to the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad)  

     Age of Steam Roundhouse News...After nearly a decade of discussions with the City of Canton, Ohio, the Age 

of Steam  Roundhouse was happy to announce that it has purchased and received its latest locomotive, former 

Wheeling & Lake Erie 0-6-0 No. 3960. Displayed in Canton for thirty-three years but moved away during 1991, 

the 0-6-0's stripped carcass and tender had been sitting outdoors in Minerva since 2006 while ownership issues and 

plans for the engine's future were debated. The City of Canton had to offer the locomotive for sale to the highest 

bidder and the Age of Steam won the bid. Afterwards, No. 3960's boiler was separated from its frame, and along 

with its tender, were loaded onto four flatbed truck trailers and moved to the Age of Steam facilities in Sugarcreek, 

Ohio on October 9, 2018. Years ago, in order to save about $7,000 per locomotive from the cost of commercially 

constructed locomotives, from 1928-1930 in its well equipped backshop in Brewster, Ohio, W&LE built twenty 0-

8-0 switchers and thirty 0-6-0 switchers. They proved very successful. The forlorn No. 3960 will eventually under-

go a massive cosmetic restoration by Age of Steam Roundhouse to replace dozens of rusted, lost and stolen parts. 

However, this seemingly endless saga will now have a happy ending in Sugarcreek.  

(Thanks to Wes Ross and Ken Borg)  
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P.O. Box 14157  

Cincinnati, OH 45250-0157 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

December 2018 Meeting Notice 

 October 2018 

  

Time Sensitiv
e Material 

Please Deliver A.S.A. P.  

     The next regular meeting of the Cincinnati Railroad Club will be held at 7:30 pm on Thursday, 

December 6th at Harmony Lodge, 646 East Epworth Avenue in Winton Place.  

     This will be a social gathering and “20 Best” Program only. No Business Meeting! We are going 

to start the evening promptly with 30 minutes of social time featuring free cider and donuts for 

everyone. You will have the opportunity to meet our visitors and newest members. You will also be 

able to purchase books and other railroad items. Bring you 20 Best Slides/Images to show. See addi-

tional information under Club News on page 2. 

RPCA 2019  Cincinnati, Ohio      

     The Rail Passenger Car Alliance (RPCA) is having their Annual Conference and Convention in 

the greater Cincinnati area January 16 through the 21st, 2019. If  you are a railroad car owner, or 

think you might want to be, this is the place to find out. For additional information see their web-

site at www.rpca.com. 


